6 September 1977

srhear MY . Cavanaugh:

Do not reproduce the documents as yet. At a later date,
perhaps six months from now, you do have authority to reproduce
those documents and send them to the Library of Congress, Dr.
Broderick. Many thanks. I know you will look forward to
receiving the 10,000 volume research library of Colonel Icks.

It is a great library.

Faithfully,

/5ORGE /. PATTON

Major General, USA

Mr. Philip M. Cavanaugh
Patton Museum

Post Office Box 208
Fort Knox, KY 40121



Dear John: M

Here's some more stuff from World War I. This is a
recent article made up by Joe Angelo who saved my father's
life. It should be filed with the DSC memorabilia.

Faithfully,

Major General, USA

Major General John W. McEnery
U. S. Armor School

Fort Knox, KY 40121
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Col. G.3.Patton, Tank Corps
d with the following citatvion:

snd leading it 1n
our jre until he himself wes WO i deds
 Deatife his wonnds he refused to permit those who desired 1O
285ist him to gagher around him end comtinued to direct his
. Srtil all arrengements for turnigg over the commend Were

eted when he was evacuated to the rear”.
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e R ‘-‘fﬁa‘ﬁes and affidavits as to the action of Lieut. Colonel
G, S, Patton, Tank Corps on the morning of 26th September
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: ‘be awarde
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HEADQUARTERS FPIRST ARMY,.
RICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES.

OFFICE GF THE CHIEF OF TANK CORBS. /&

Commanding General, lst Army.

i i e 2 OO'bObBI', 1918.

Chief of Tank Corps, lst Army.

le I invite attention to the accompanying certifi-
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G T fY AR Brigadier General,

I recommend that the Distinguished Service Cross
be & d him for comspicuous courage, coolness, energy e
- and intelligence in directing the advances of his Brigade B
down the valley of the Aire, then in checking, ' -
nmd leading the Infantry forces under heavy me 55
artillery fire until he was wounded.
VARENNES-CHEPPY, on the 26th September,

organizing

Thisg on thﬂ 11m eB
1918,
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 de Inviting attention to

ad :#tlu gallant conduct which should in my
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November -- 1818,

From: The Chief of the Tenk Corps. o
R SR |
Subject: Recomendation for the Distinguished Service Cross. ' i

Colonel G.S.Pation,Jdr.,Tank Corps,U,S.Army,

- Colonel George S.Pation,Jdr., Tank Gorps-U.S.Army is recommended for
the award of the distinguisned B;rvico crosé in view of ais conduct st
during tae following military opperations.

A. September 206ta, 1918,about 10:15 Al

l B. Near CHEPPY,France, 04,7-72.7 VERDUN (a) 1:20000.

MEUSE ettack) Sept.26 1918 whose mission it was to advence to

objectives stated in F.O. 57 Ist Army Corps.

; @. The attack of tae Ist.Corps on the Valley of thne AIRE (ARGONNE;Tin
} D. The opperation was the attack on CHEPPY.

E. During the course of tais opperation the progress of the Tanks

was stopped by three lines of trenches,Colonel Patton rwconnoitq5_

of digging a passage turough them and during tue course of this
Worke encouraged the men first by starting to dig aim self

waen the men snowed fear at exposing them selves and and later

. by mounting on the top of the parapet the better to give

i & pascage accross these trenches.le then su ervised the work

d@rootions;Whilo Aere il was necessary to get more shovles

and as the men hesitated to leave the trenches SsLs2atton

¥n order to get the tools from the tanks against ihiohlthc

e

bullets could be plainly aeard striking Col.Patton made thres

trips to the tanks each time bringing back shovlies.

During the Whole course of this work he was exposed to r '_

¢ gun fire which was eflfective as some twenty men
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Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority for ad-
ministering ocaths, one Joseph T, Angelo, 243496, Private, Head-
quarters Company, 1st Brigade, Tank Corps, who, being dwly sworn,
deposes and says: that on September 26, 1918 Lt. Colonel George

S. Patton, Jr., 1lst Brigade Tank Corps, 1lst Lt, Maurice H, Knowles
1st Brigade Tank Corps and 1st Lt, Paul S, Edwards, Signal Corps
with about 12 runners including myself, started from the P, C,

1st Brigade Tank Corps, then situated in a dugout on the southern
edge of woods at Les Cotes de Forimont, about 6:30 a,m, to follow
up the advance, We walked on till we reached a cluster of either
barracks or buildings, where we saw 5 or 6 French tanks on the side

of the road, These tanks went forward , and Col, Patton ordered
me to take shelter in some weeds to see if 1 could see anyone
going along the road . Two infantrymen came along and I asked them

where they were going. They said they were moppers up. They went
into the buildings and shortly after I saw the buildings blown
up. Then the machine guns opened up on us, We went back over: the
hill on the line VARENNES-CHEPPY, About 14 support tanks, French
and American, were just on the other side, some of them stuck
and under heavy shell fire, Col, Patton ordered me to tell the
tanks to spread out, and I did so, Captain ¥Vath L. Englsih, 1lst
Brigade Tank gorps, who was commanding these tanks, could not
get his machines over a trench, so the Engineers and runners
made a road over it, and the tanks were ablé to proceed, bhut |
seemed to stop on the right, There was no infantry support, A few
tanks were behind and abdut 100 infantry came on, but they were
without officers, They asked the Colonel what they Should do, and
he asked them if they would go forward with him, and they said they
would, Then we went forward up the hill, Colonel Patton, two other
privates beside myself and one tank were about 50 yvards from the
slope of the hill, The infantry did not follow, Then the machine
guns opened up on us, Two privates were wounded, Then I said to
the Colonel 'we are alone'., Just then Colonel Patton Was struck
in the leg by a machine gun bullet., He went Torward about 40 yards,
but @ould zo no further on account of his wound, We got into 2 shell
nole to escape the macijine gun fire, where 1 tied up the Colonel's
leg, which was bleeding freely. Then I saw a tank and I pointed
out a machine gun to it, which it put out of action, afterwards

going forward with no infantry support, The machine guns then

© _ me French and American tanks in a

g GeorgeS. Patton Collection still, A runner came towards us and
¢ Davis Memorial Library ell these tanks to spread out, He

¢ Property Patton Museum | m the tanks pulled away except one
j Box# 2P ne dropped a signal right over this
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. No,- 2 cont'd,

. : A

- tank, and directly afterwards it was blown up, Then the machine
- guns opened up on us again, so we had to-keep down in the shell .
' hole, After a little while Captain Ranulf ‘"ompton, 1st Brigade
Tank Corps, came along in a tank, 1 hailed aim and showed him
" where a machine gun was located, which he put out of action,
After that we got out of the shell-hole am the machine gun fire
had stopped, and two sergeants of the Tank Corps, Whose names I
do not know, carried the Colonel to the rear, and I accompanied
them with his equipment,
Further deponent sayeth not,

)/ JOSEPH T, ANGELO
Private. Hq. Q. 1st
Brigade, Tank Corps,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of September, 1918.

-
>~

1/ E, N, HEBERT

el o ot T —
Captain, Tank Corps,
1st Brigade,
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ﬂ!atung,Par l -a-b-c-d. are tlie gsame as in thue other letter par.EK.
shiouls read azs followsg,
E. During tae course of this opperation five toanks hnaving crosced the
trencaes moved forward to the attack of CHEP’Y.About 200 men of the
vota division who were on the reverse slope of a hill at this point
failed to accompany the tanks.Col.Pation urged them forward to the
crést of the hill but here as the fire increased the men halted again
Col.Patlon asked "Who will come with me"or words to that effect and
started forward Six men accompanied him .After advancing about fifty

yards 2l1 the men were it except Col.Patton and his orderly 2=%,

A#rR.At This time Col.ratton was shot tArough the up er part of f;;.t left
thiga but continued to advance until his leg failed him and he fell

, about forty yards from Lhe German position.is

sasit=Rols=by-ais-gprderiyr-he,And was dragged to a shell holi by his ;

ordorly;

F. These facts were ascertained by Brigadier General S,D.ROCKENBAGCH

Chief of the Tank Corps.U.S.Army, from statements of Capt.l.H.

Knowles, Tank Corps,U,.S.Army.Ist.Lt.P.S .Edwards,Signal Corps,U.S.A,

Sgt.R.B.Scameitz (109032 ) lq.Section 304 Brigade Tank Gorps U.S.A.
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All eye witnesses of various carts of tae affair. *r) _ ik

G. Bano as otaer letter.
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lc fy that at 6:50 A.M. H [us .l hour) cg, g. _.3._ Pattc
Brigade Reconnal ssance Officer, the Signal Officer and a m@ '*
who acted as runners and signal mengy left the advance ‘Brigade P.c,f ‘1 ‘
Cote de Forimont and :Eollcnred the tan'.lre northvard from thez.r posj_ts_
I’GadinGSS. s *~ ,. |

The morning was perticularly foggy and the *vi“sibility ranained 'mm lﬂw

until about 10:00 A, when the fog started to lift. 3

Cur support tonlcs (two companies 348th Bne and the two groups of 1‘remﬁ
ks) were met and passed half way between Boureilles and Varennes on tln

::.Jt side of the River Aire, - | ‘;-'-""'
arriving at point Oé[?-%.’? reference map Verdun-A 1-20 3000 we aa,t dm Ll

at the Junction of the roads and Colonel Patton sent a. pi"aon MESEAL0 e G.‘hm 4

Wa.S y,i.‘...ctlcall,,r no action in this vicinity at this time, The barrage w '1}3
and to our front some considerable distance probe ebly ‘at least one ﬁiﬁﬁb B 1{., |
Front line l,...l.l’:s and front line Infantry were not seen during the moming, 1" b
few Irench tanks came along, stopped for a few minutes and then vient Olle L‘f‘bzsr
hey had passed a few Hﬂr?llu started to drop in our irmmediate v:Lcmity with & ‘;
sw maghine gun bullets passing neer so we took cover in the light ReRe Cube .‘
ag the intensity of 'i. glc fire increased we fell back about 100 feet to the re'mi* 4
slope oft the hille Ve had just reached this cover wheh li,G, fire started to
sweep the area from every direction, Our support tanks were held up at a w‘i@e: #
degp trench about 15 yards sbuth of our position, by & French Schneider
which was stuck and could not crosse 3 s A = E"’w‘zf

Colonel Go S, Patton, Jr, sent me back hlth & messag ‘e ord.e.c'lng the t&m
across 1-3-;ec14uely and put out the machine guns to our front, I @elivered ’cha
mcssdge to u.;,.__ win Compton (Battalion uormn&ndﬂr) and Oa.p tain h"illiam&. Time

ssed and the tanks did not move a5 no concerted and organized effort Was
111 the dlgging out of the French tankse Having sent Lt Bawards ‘and Pvty 0
vith similar messages Colonel Go S, Patton went himself, In the mean ti . ;
enewy planme had flown over and the artillery fire was not only incres ,
tensity but the tenks became their targetse lachine gun fire swept the
Colonel G, 5. Patton immediastely rallied Infantry, tank men and englnearB #
their posi tlon.s of cover and they worked with great energy and the tanks .
to move across in zbout ten mimutes time, During this time I saw several
drop te the ground wounded but Colonel Patton directed the work standin
suriace, the men following his example and directionse The action mt. Mw'
showed extreme courage and bra.vexw but was highly effectlve 111 13'0-' ng the  @an
fowa.rd to meet the source of the enemy resistances - X A

| (“"‘ 1*

d |-.‘-|
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as the ganks came forward and & tank had passed the orest d the
7247 Colonel Patton leaped up and shouted "Lets go get them™ “Who is Q 11ng
me"? or wwds to that effect, All on the hill started with the exX f‘ TS

_ ut arms, The number on the right Eiank of the hi
Et% few minutes Ser, geant Shemitz ran ﬁaek stating Galonelf

was wmaed anrl ordered no one to come to him as it would atme
Mand Ss‘t. Shermmitz attended to the wound and ca.rried m
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. rence, Nov entem‘be;' ’29, 1

| I certify that on the morning of September 26, 1918 at HR plus one,
Colonel George Se Patton, Jre, Tank Corps, attached to the First Army Corps,
proceeded from his Po Ce, Cotes de Forimont, accompanied by Gaptain U, H.
Knowles, myself and twelve enlisted men, following the tank trscks on the

right of the Neuvilly-¥arennes road and in the course of +he general direction

| of Cheppye The visibility was very poor due to & very bheavy fog which ren-

1 dered visability for more than two or three hundred yards impossible, We
overtook the reserve group of French and american tanks, which were about
half way between Boureilles aund Yaremnes, Groups of infantry in artillery
formation and comprising a part of the support of the 35th Dlvision were also
passed at this pointe Continuing our advance we commenced t0 meet several

groups 0f dis-organized and retre&ting infantry, Upon being questioned by
Colonel Patton it seemed that due to the fog and some machine-gun fire they

were separated from their command and the Colonel ordered them to advance

with our detachment, There was considerable confusion among the troops and
apparently none of them were able to give any definite information of where

or how far the ferward troops had advanced, We advanced to & point about

Ulde T=T<,7 reference map Verdun A 1/20000 near a small narrow gauge track

where Colonel Patton decided to send é& message, While sending this message
some ¥rench tanks came up and passed us and sbout the same time machine-gun
fire began to come from owr front, Colonel Pation ordered us into the
rallroad cut, The fire became very intense and we retreated to the reverse
side of the slope about 100 yards back, The machine-gun fire became very
ntense and the troops ahead of us were retreéating, Colonel Patton ordered
these men to spread out and lie down, He then dispatched a runmer to tell
Captain Compton in comm:and of the reserve tanks to come forward, After ‘
several minutes wait Ceptain Knowles was sent for the tanks, Shortly after- RO,
wards several American tanks were grouped at the base of the slope in com=- =
mend of Ceptein English, Tank Corpse The Colonel then sent me %o +oll him .
60 have Tive tanics come up over the hill and attack the machina-guns in

A

207 L. 1 want to the Dottom of the 'slope and found that the tanks vere be=- S
138 2214 up on account of two tremehss which they were unable to Crosss A
SToup of Irench tenk men were sitting in the tremch with shovels, bPut doing
20 digging, Jdbout this time the Colomel came dovme , Ho immediately set the s
Freech to work, went over 4o the tanks which were being splatiered with ~ * = =4
mchine=gun fire, removed some shovels aid picks, ond put 2 aunber of mem to 4t

|
-
-
P

Work digging down the sides of the trenches, All during this Qperati_} g & N fﬂ?f: 4
&ddition to the very hsavy machine=gun fire the eaemy artillery was fi #* .{ S
on this aroa, heing directed by a plame which flew over =t inte rvalde TRRESASEEN
rapaated reyussts that he step dom ia the trench of his szposadE 4T bl
| T2 Jolonel steadfustly refused to do s0 saying "to hell with

them, thoy can't hit me"™, There were quite a number of casualties & ong the
men who were tearing down the sides of the trenches and helping the taxlks = =

t0 get over the erossing, but the Colonel refused to budge o Jus. as the .

last tank had gotten over the trenches the Colonmel o dered the nen to spread |

out and follow him and we ag=in advanced to our former position aroum

| --a.*.._.. - r
slope, Just &s the last tank had gone over the ore "1 |
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the 1ieuten of the ‘Eaﬂth i : 1%1” o
16 lleutenants with the tanks thet . .
achine=guns in the area, The enemy artillery was ’h_[;ﬁ

.
P TR

intemittent fire but it was chiefly directed .
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&t the tanks moving ahead of us, The Colomel was moved to the rear . .
On & stretcher and I went in search.of M2 jor Brett, e ‘5 g 3
. "'L.m jqi";.*l ._ : .;_{fr-l

I cortify that the above statement is g
; - 8 true and that I was an
eye=witness to the events above described, oy v‘;a.s gad L,
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