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Above left, German re-enactor Owen Suits. Abowve right. cook-off winner Odis Hickman represent-
ing VFW Post 3679 and museum volunteer Ron Davis.

volumleer re-enactor in Civil War
evends has been rfw,nrdlng. bt his
passson lies in performing as s
German soldier for WWIIl re
Enaciments

I was raised in a family whe all
performed as Civil War re-enac
fors, g0 it was natural for me o
contimue re-enacting.” said Suits
“In I1:||.|;]| school, | was a member of
the ROTC and became interested
in WWII movies and memorabilia,
and eventually [ met some re-enac
tors onling who performied in
evenis that needed German sol
diers”

Suits said his desire to pcrfuml
4% an gneny *L'lld)fl: “{IJIIIII}'I! r1I:|I'|I.
his thought of “you can't play cow-
beoys and Indians without Indians”
I addition, he wants Lo enlighten
odhers about the realities of being a
Ceerman soldier, " Most p{upl,r
think that all Germans were MNazis,

CCTOSER-MNOVEMSER 2012

About the &6th Cavalry Museum
The &th L'_'um'r:.-' Museum preserves the rich military history of

the = hg} hng Shwth*

Covalry, sistioned ot The Post ot Fort

Ogletharpe [1919-1942). On the pout’s ariginel parade
ground/polo field, the area is lisked on the Mofional Register of
Historic Ploces, surrounded by officers’ homes and other post build
ings. The museum houses arfifocts, uniforms, weopons, oocoutes
ments, phatas, o Pofton Tonk ond o Cobra Gunship Helicopter, For
more ||'.|:c|r-'rc'!|¢r._ wist] wierad -_‘:-::'l-'_cv-.':'ryr'lutr_-u_lr" arg

biat that was ool (he caie at all, and
| hope to change that perception.”

hl: HII’J

Hair, the Patton portrayer. sakd
his portrayals of the general have
heen his passion for 30 vears

“For me, portraying Pation has
meant studying this persan and
portraying him s accurately 25§
can, he waid. “Learn ing -'\.pn.'1r'|-..
mannerisms and speech of 2 his
torical figure & the difference
between being a re-enactor and
h:mg a ||L'|ng historaan.”

Hair s wnling a book aboiit the
experiences at Pattons war head
guarters ini Eufope between 1943
and M5

“Tve been asked to perform all
over the world, and one event [
remembser well is that of the 641k
anniversary of his death when |
traveled 1o Hesdelberg, Germany,
toy perform at the hospital where he
died, but even with all of my expe
riences, the Friendliest and nicest
people | have ever worked with are
m Fort l.'l-sl,rlhnrjxr.' saigl Harr,
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Mary & Martha
would like to say

“Thank you”

for 13 years.

New Wing!

Privale Rooms Avallable

A place of Security with TL.C.
& Beautiful, Spacious Grounds
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Day, Shont-Term, & Long-Term Care Available » 3 Nutritious Meals Plus Snacks
Privale & Semi-Private Rooms Avallabla » Stale Licensed » Weokly Activitios
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McKeever, “When 1 started with the
museum in 2005, | knew we had to have a
fundraiser to keep the musenm going and
growing, so with the help of some key vol-
unteers, ‘Remembering Our Heroes' was
created.”

Each vear, McKeever and museum vol-
unteers work to bring somethmg new to
event spectators. “For the first event in
20110, we brought two German Tiger lanks
that were used in the movie “Saving
Private Ryan' to offer a realistic element to
the battle re-enactments,” McKeever said,
“This vear, we'll still have the battles, and
were also bringing back a special living
historian to portray Gen. George 5.
Patton,

McKeever said Denny Hair, from
Houston, is a wotld-renowned living his-
torian who specializes in portraying
Patton. “As a scholar of Gen. Palton,
Denmy, along with portrayers of Pattons
Third Army, will recreate a real-life setting
showing the general in his war briefing
tent) she said. “I's very imporlant Lo be
historically accurate in these events, and
the portrayers help take people back in
time, especially veterans who may have
experienced this under Patton’s com
miand.”

The new element to this year’s show,
said McKeever, is the addition of a re-
enacted United Service Organizations
(USD) show, “In addition to the portrayal
of Patton, we'll also put together a show of
singing and dancing, with re-enaclors for
both the performers and audience mem-
bers.”

MeKeever said one of the highlights of
the event is a presentation of commemo
rative pins to the area’s men and women
who served in World War IL “Last year,
we asked all of the World War II veterans
to come and sit up front to be presented
with a special veteran’s pin, and we had re-
enactors who portrayed the personalities
of Rita Hayworth and Lana Turner Lo
present the ping” she said. “The veterans
felt s proud Lo be honored and remem-
bered.”

McKeever noted the event will once
again feature war vehicle displays as well
as a cook-off contest featuring cooks who
will represent each of the four branches of
the military by preparing period food.

Volunteer re-enactors are key to event
SUCCess

As an active member of the museum’s
board, event coordinator and volunteer
Chris Lane was instrumental in the incep-

B

—

Top, a World War Il veteran receiving his commemorative pin from Jenelle Gilreath
as Lana Turner, Above, Denny Hair portraying Gen. George Patton, with “Willie,”

tion of "Remembering Our Heroes™

“When Chriz McKeever and [ started
brainstorming about various fundraisers
for the museum, we knew that we needed
to have an event that would draw interest
and raise money for the museum, but
more importantly, we wanted to make
sure our veterans were honored,” said
Lane.

A major component to the success of
any event of this kind, said Lane, 15 the

quality of re-enactors, all of wham are val-

unteers who travel to events like the one
hosted by the museam.

“Re-enactors do not get paid for their
time or their work,” he said, " They simply
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lowe portraying history, and they sec it as a
way to honor the men and women who
came before them to defend the freedoms
we know in this country”

A re-enactor himself, Lane said his
work to support the museum and re
enacting is his way of giving back and pre-
serving history.

“My dad was a Civil War re-enactor,
and both of my grandfathers fought in
WWIL, s0 115 really important for me to
relate these stories to the younger genera-
tion, and 1 can do this through re-enact-
ments,” he said.

Twenty-vear-old Owen Suits of
LaFayette claims that his time spent as a
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