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This manual supersedes FM 21-7, 1 January 1943, and Training Circulars
Nos. 9, 39, 57,73, 85, 106, 112, 116, and 128, War Department, 1943.

Section |
General

1. PURPOSE This is one of a series of manuals cover-
ing instructional materials for military training. FM
21-5 and TM 21-250 summarize the basie principles of
military training and instruction. FM 21-6 consists of -
lists of War Department training publications. This
manual deals with all major types of visual and audio-
visual aids which are exhibited by projection. FM 21-8
covers other types of training aids, such as models,
charts, grapﬁlic portfolios, and special training devices.
The purpose of this manual is to provide a list of avail-
able training films, film bulletins, and film strips, and to
tell how these aids may be obtained and used effectively
in military training.

2. DEFINITIONS

a. Film. A general term used in this manual to cover
training films, film bulletins, and film strips.

b. Training Films. These are sound motion pictures
dealing with approved War Department doctrine and
produced for use in military training. They cover specific
topics and are intended for use at a definite time and
place in the training program. Nearly all training films
are available in both 16-mm and 35-mm sizes.

4



c. Film Bulletins. These are sound motion pietures
dealing with new military developments, not necessarily
based on approved War Department doetrine, and pro-
duced for the information of officers and enlisted men.
They are available in both 16-mm and 35-mm sizes.

d. Film Strips. These are series of still piectures deal-
ing with approved War Department doctrine printed on
strips of 85-mm film for use in conjunction with lectures,
demonstrations, or other training procedures. Like train-
ing films, they deal with specific topies and are intended
for use at a definite time and plaece in the training
program.

e. Film Library. A depository for projection equip-
ment and films. The funection of the library is to provide
efficient loan service of equipment and films to treop
units and other military personnel served by the library.

f. Film Distribution Division. This i a division of
the Signal Corps Photographic Center, Long Island City,
New York, that supplies films and related film literature
to serviece commands, defense commands, and theaters of
operations.

3. PURPOSE OF VISUAL TRAINING AIDS

a. The purpose of training films, film bhulleting, and
film strips is to present a military subjeet in a vivid, in-
teresting, and accurate manner. They are designed as
aids to teaching and learning. By themselves, films have
only limited value in traiming. When used in accerd-
‘ance with sound prineiples of military instruction by a
resourceful instructor, however, they are invaluable
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training aids. Films supplement but do not supplant the
work of instructors. Films often accelerate the rate of
learning and tend to develop teamwork.

b. On the other hand, improper use of films may en-
danger a training program. Soldiers ean be expected to
learn little from training films when they are marched
into a hot classroom or recreation hall, and foreed to sit
through the showing of a series of unrelated films for a
prolonged period. This is especially true if they are given
no indication of what they are to see, what they should
look for, or how these films are related to their present
or future duties. Similarly, the materials presented in
films will not be learned well unless the showing of films
is followed by examinations, discussions, or other appro-
priate applicatory exercises.

4. ADYANTAGES OF FILMS The chief advantages of
training films, film bulletins, and film strips as traming
aids are due to a number of factors, including the fol-
lowing:

a. Instruection is standardized.
b. Films emphasize fundamentals.

¢. Films bring demonstrations of tactical exercises
or equipment to the troops, thus eliminating the time-
consuming factor of moving troops to demonstration
areas.

d. The same demonstration can be performed re-
peatedly without expending the time and labor necessary
to repeat such demonstrations in the field. ‘



e. Every man in a group ean see and hear all phases
of an action which otherwise could be observed satisfac-
torily only by those close to the scene. Greatly enlarged
close-ups of minute details can be shown with ease.

f. The most highly trained troops and expert instrue-
tors are utilized in demonstrating the methods and tech-
niques illustrated in the film. '

g. By means of animation, slow motion, time lapse,
miniature, and micro-photography, motion pictures show
normally hidden action which cannot be shown by other
instructional aids,

h. Every film follows sound principles of military
training.












Notes
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Section il

Recommended Use of Training Films,
Film Strips, and Film Bulletins

5. USE OF TRAINING FILMS The use of films in mili-
tary training involves the same principles of sound teach-
ing found so neecessary and effective in the case of other
materials of instruction. The following procedure, if used
properly by the instructor, will increase the effectiveness
of instruction with films,

a. Integrate Film in Training Program. The instruc-
tor should remember that training films will serve several
purposes.

(1) They will orient the soldier—introduee him to new
duties, operations, or procedures.

(2) They will develop proper attitudes, build morale,
or stimulate interest,

(8) In many cases they will instruct the soldier in the
specific details of a subject. A soldier seldom becomes
proficient in a subject by merely looking at a film. Usual-
ly he learns how to do a job by actually doing the job.
However, having learned how a specific procedure should
be carried out from seeing a training film, the mastery
of the details involved follows swiftly,
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b. Preview Film to Find Out What Is in lf. The in-
structor cannot use a training film effectively unless he
has carefully previewed and studied the film in advance;
No training film is perfect. The instructor should select
the key points of emphasis, the items which may be
omitted or touched upon lightly, and the portions which
are obsolete or need explanation, He should plan in ad-
vance the necessary introduetory and follow-up activities
which he will use. In addition, he should determine in
advance, whether the showing of the film should be
broken into several parts.

c. Introduce Film. Every instructor should prepare
his group for observing the training film in a purposeful
manner. He may do this in several ways, such as telling
the soldiers what the film is about and why it is shown,
its battle importance, the key points to observe, and the
relation of the film to his earlier training and experience
or to his future duties. Similarly, he may introduce the
film by raising a series of questions, setting up problems
which the film will solve, giving a demonstration, or in
other ways prepare the soldiers to observe the film to
greatest advantage. Such proecedures are important. They
make the difference between merely showing training
films or using them effectively as training aids.

d. Show Film. The instructor will remain with his
group during the screening of the film. Although every
advanced precaution may have been taken, the instructor
‘must be ready to make adjustments should any unfore-
* seen difficulties oceur in sereening the film. It is not wise
to show films for too long a period. Consequently, it may
be desirable to break up the showing of a long training
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film into several parts. The instructor may introduce
variations in order to maintain interest, such as turning
off the sound at a prearranged point and giving his own
oral commentary. For example, this may be done in con-
nection with an obsolete portion of a film, or for other
necessary local adaptations. However, such commentary
should be in conformance with approved War Depart-
ment doctrine.

e. Foliow-up Activities. Carefully planned follow-
up activities increase the effectiveness of training films,
Such exercises emphasize and clarify the subject being
taught.

(1) The contents of the film and the facilities avail-
able will determine the nature of the follow-up exercises
used. In some instances, the soldier may apply immedi-
ately in practice the lessons learned from the film., For
example, a film on the subject of adjustment of the serv-
ice gas mask may be followed immediately by gas mask
drill. Similarly, a film on map reading may be followed
by a period devoted to reading variqus types of maps.

(2) 1In some cases, however, it may be impractical or
undesirable for the troops to earry ouf immediately the
processes portrayed in the film. For example, the film
may give information concerning material which is not
readily available. In such cases, an oral discussion imme-
diately after the showing of the film will help to em-
phasize those points which are of greatest importance.
Similarly, oral or written quizzes may be used to ad-
vantage in such cases. If questions are of the type to

which ““‘yes’’ or ‘““no’’ answers can be given, ‘‘Quiz
Y y
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Cards’’ may be used. Such discussions or examinations
should be built around the key points of the film; they
should not stress nonessentials.

(3) The versatile instructor will use demonstrations to
follow up a film. For example, the showing of a film on
camouflage may be followed by exhibits which present
illustrations of good and bad camouflage. Liocal demon-
strations of eertain situations shown in a film are often
effective. All activities of this type belp to drive home
the lesson which a film is designed to teach, heighten the
interest of the soldiers, and determine the extent to
which the materials have been mastered.

(4) Good follow-up exercises help to integrate train-
ing films with other types of training activities.

f. "Fighting Men" Series. In addition to the films
appropriately integrated in the training program, the
following films of the ‘‘Fighting Men’’ series should be
seen by every combat soldier. Commanders are responsi-
ble that these films are not shown too early in the train-
ing cycle.

Serial No. Subject
TF 21-1007 Snafu.

21-1018 Keep It Clean.
21-1019 Crack That Tank.
21-1020 How to Get Killed—In One Easy Lesson.
21-1021 | Wise Guy.
21-1024 Kill or Be Killed.
21-1025 .| Curiosity Killed a Cat.
21-1026 On Your Toes.
21-1027 Latrinograms.
21-1028 Heroes.
21-1029 On Your Own.

Baptism of Fire.
Secret Weapon.
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6. USE OF FILM STRIPS

a. Careful previewing and studying of a film strip
are essential to its effective use. ‘Without such a preview,
the instructor eannot plan his lesson or use his film strip
to. maximum advantage as an aid to his instruction. In
some cases, [llustrated Instruetor’s References are issued
to help the instructor to do this essential planning,.

b. Some film strips resemble training films in that the
frames present a logical development of the subject in a
continuous fashion. In such cases, the instructor will
build his lesson around the film strip in much the same
manner that he builds his lesson around a training film.
This is especially true in the case of a limited number
of subjects which are covered by sound film strips, sach
as F'S 30-3.

¢. However, other film strips are prepared like a
series of charts. The instructor may use such film strips,
or only a certain number of frames in them, to implement
the teaching of some specific phase of his lesson.

d. The success with which film strips are used de-
pends not only on careful advanee planning, but also on
the manner in which the film strips are presented io the
soldiers, the effectiveness of the instruetor’s commentary,
and the degree to which the materials presented by the
use of film strips are applied to specific practical situa-
tions. Typically, film strips can be used most effectively .
in the instruction of small groups.

e. The projection of film strips is a simple process,
and if a shadow box is available or some similar arrange-
ment is made, film strips ean be shown in rooms which
are only partially darkened, or out of doors if the neces-
sary eleetrical current is available. (See TM 21-250.)
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Section 11
Distribution

7. GENERAL Training films, film strips, and projection
equipment are distributed by the Chief Signal Officer
to using units of Army Ground Forces and Army Service
Forces by means of a film library system operated by the
service commands. The procedure for the distribution of
films and projection equipment described below applies
to all elements of the Army of the United States except
the Army Air Forces. The method of distribution for
Army Air Forces is deseribed in AAF Regulation No.
656—4. Army Air Force units located at Army Ground
Foree, or Army Service Force stations and in foreign
stations are supplied by the Chief Signal Officer through
service command, department, or theater facilities, or
may be served by such additional faeilities as the Army
Air Forces may establish. Otherwise, defense commands
and theaters of operations are supplied by the Chief Sig-
nal Officer,

8. FILM LIBRARIES

a. Central Libraries. A central distribution library
is maintained at the headquarters of each service eom-
mand. These libraries ave stocked with all films approved
for training. The central library provides a film distribu-
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tion service, on a temporary loan basis, to all organiza-
tions within the service command or department. Loan
requests are addressed to the commanding general of the
service command with instructions as to the number,
title, and size (16-mm or 35-mm) of the film required.
The central library also maintains a depot stock of films
which is used for reorders and replacements to sublibra-
ries serving Army Ground Foreces and Army Service
Forees units.

b. Sublibraries. Training film sublibraries are es-
tablished at major troop eoncentrations within the eon-
tinental United States and at oversea bases. The purpese
of the sublibrary is to make immediately available for
the troops it serves the films for which there is relatively
constant training need. Other subjects for whieh there is
only occasional demand are obtained frem the central
library en tempeorary loan.

c. Auxiliary Libraries. These are branch libraries
under the control of either the local sublibrary or the
central library. They are established for convenience of
schools and units engaged in specialized trainmg that
demonstrate a recurring need for a selected group of
films. They are stocked and supervised either by the
sublibrary or the central library.

d. Reception Center Libraries. These libraries are
established at reception eenters and supplied witk films
by the central library of the service ecommand. The stoek
eansists of the following basic training subjeets, arranged
in order of recommended use:
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Serial No. Subject
TF 8-154........! Sex Hygiene.

8-155. .. .....| Personal Hygiene.

11-157. . . ....| Military Courtesy and Customs of the Service.

11-235.......} Articles of War.

8-33.........] First Aid, Parts I-ITI.

8-150........] First Aid, Part IV—Injuries and Accidents.

7-248, .. ..... Instruction of the Soldier, Dismounted,
Without Arms, Position and Facings.

9. DISTRIBUTION OF TRAINING FILMS AND FILM
BULLETINS

a. Initial Distribution.

(1) Approximately 40 days prior to the release of a
training film or a film bulletin, a film digest is sent to
each central library and sublibrary. The officer in charge,
in consultation with training officers, uses this digest to
appraise the content of the film. If it pertains to the kind
of training ecarried on at the camp or post where the sub-
library is located, a request for one or more prints is sent
immediately to the central library at the headquarters
of the service command. The requests from all the sub-
libraries are coordinated by the ecentral library. The re-
quirements of the loan and depot sections of the central
library likewise are determined. A consolidated order,
bearing all the requests from the service command, is sent
by the service command to the Signal Corps Photograph-
ie Center, 35-11 35th Avenue, Long Island City, New
York. As soon as the film is approved for training and
processing of duplicates is completed, prints are dis-
tributed directly to the central library and sublibraries
in aceordance with instructions of the basic order from
the service command.



(2) The Signal Corps Photographic Center.supplies
only those films and film strips which have been approved
for use by the Commanding Generals of the Army
Ground Forces and Army Serviee Forces. It does not
have authority to procure and distribute commereial
films unless these films are first approved for training.
The current approved list is contained in this manual.
A request for a film that does not have War Department
approval for distribution to troops should be addressed
to the command responsible for such approval.

b. Reorders. When a demand develops in a subli-
brary for an approved film that was not obfained on
initial distribution, or when the number of prints of a
new film on hand is insufficient to meet the demand, the
sublibrary orders additienal prints from the depot stock
of the central library. The central library in turn re-
plenishes its reserve stoek through periodice reorders from
the Signal Corps Photographic Center.

c. Excess Stock. If the sublibrary finds that it has
more prints of a film than it requires, it returms the
excess to the central library. Likewise, all films that are
not booked one or more times within & 3-month period -
should be returned to the eentral library.

d. Damaged Films. Even when shown by trained
projectiomists, films oeeasienally beeome breken, torm,
seratched, and otherwise damaged. Miner breaks and
tears ean be repaired with splicing equipment in the sub-
library. A severely damaged print is sent to the eentral
library and exchanged for one in good cendition. The
central library aceumulates damaged prints and makes
periodic shipments to the Signal Coxps Phetographie
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Center where the filmsare repaired and returned to cir-
culation.

e. Obsolete Films. All prints of a film that is de-
clared obsolete are immediately withdrawn from ecircu-
lation. The film is unwound from the metal reels and dis-
posed of in accordance with paragraph 26, AR 105-260.
The empty reels and cans are sent to the central library
which ships them to the Signal Corps Photographic
Center,

f. Stock Conirol. Reports on film stock and use in
_ each sublibrary are requested periodically by the ecentral
library. The reports are used to gage the rate of showing
films throughout the service command and to estimate
the size of replacement stock required. An inventory of
all films will be kept by each film library on the monthly
Film Library Report SAU-12.

10. DISTRIBUTION OF FILM STRIPS Supply of film
strips is essentially the same as that of training films.
Film strips are deposited in film libraries for use by
using units. If a film strip is used frequently by a troop
unit, it may be obtained from the loeal library for per-
manent retention.

11. DISTRIBUTION OF PROJECTION EQUIPMENT
Distribution of new projection equipment is made by
requisition on the Signal Corps Photographiec Center.
These requisitions must be approved by the central li-
brary. Shipment is made either in bulk to the central
library or directly to the sublibraries, depending upon
shipping instruections accompanying the requisitions.



12. SERVICE OF FILM LIBRARY'

a. Loan of Films and Equipment. The film library is
a central depository for films and projeetion equipment.
The main funetion of the library is te make these ma-
terials readily available to all training personnel. Motion
pieture projectors and films are loaned to training offi-
cers on a daily or heurly basis. Film strip projectors and
film strips often are loaned for longer periods of time.

b. Film Previews. Regularly scheduled previews of
new training films and film bulletins eonstitute an im-
portant part of the serviee of the film library. Library
facilities also are always available for instruetors whe
desire to preview films before showing them to classes.

e. Film Catalogs. The loeal film Library publishes a
list of all films that are kept in the library. Fhig list is
kept up to date through periodic supplements. The list
is intended for use by training officers and eother inter-
ested personnel. If a training officer wishes to view a film
that is net on the list, the sublibrary will obtain it om
loan from the central library. Films that are used reg-
ularly are retained permanently hy the sublibrary.

d. Training of Projectionists. .The library trains
projectionists from the varieus units that use films, so
that films are handled and shown only by trained per-
sonnel. Qualified projectionists are given an operator’s
permit by the Iibrary. (See TM 11-401.)















Section IV
Lists

13. SOUND TRAINING FILMS The following lists
show training films issued by serial number, title, year
released, and running time.
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14. ORIENTATION FILMS

a. War Department Information Films ("Why We
Fight" Series).

(1) PURPOSE A series of films designed to acquaint
personnel of the Army with the background of the pres-
ent war, the history of the war to date, the current
progress of the war, and information conecerning our
allies and enemies.

(2) DISTRIBUTION. Morale and informational films
are distributed by the Chief Signal Officer in such a way
as to insure their exhibition to all troops at the shortest
possible time after their release. The ‘‘Why We Fight,”’
“Know Your Enemy;’’ and ‘‘Know Your Ally’’ series
are circulated for exhibition at post theaters during day-
time hours. They are not exhibited as part of the enter-
tainment film programs shown in the evening at post
theaters. Prints, both 16-mm and 35-mm, are made avail-
able for later showings threugh the service command
film library system. If prints are not available at post
film libraries, they may be obtained from the central film
library of the service command,
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b. Army and Navy Screen Magazine (Films).

(1) PURPOSE. A flexible newsreel type series of filmg
designed to meet specific morale needs. This series is
broad in scope for the purpose of enlarging the soldier’s
perspective of the war by showing the part all branches
of the armed forces, the home front, and the Allies play
in it.

(2) In 35-mm, the Army-Navy Screen Magazine is
booked in every War Department theater. These prints
are handled by commercial exchanges and booked with
the regular entertainment programs. They play the War
Department theaters in the evening as a short subject
supplementing the entertainment feature. In 16-mm, the
Army-Navy Screen Magazine is a part of the G. I. Movies.
G. I. Movies are booked upon request and are handled on
16-mm circuits through commercial distributors in each -
territory. The original ecircuit set-ups are made in the
New York office of the Film Circuit Section, Army Pic-
torial Service, Office of the Chief Signal Officer. All re-
quests for rebookings or additions to G. I. Movies eir-
cuits should be referred to the Film Cireuit Section,
1250 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, New York.
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15. INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE FILMS

a. War Department Industrial Services Films.

(1) PURPOSE. The following official War Department
films have been made available for showings to industrial
war workers in both 16-mm and 85-mm sound-track prints.

(@) The majority of these films demonstrate the rela-
tienship of the war worker to the fighting men in all
corners of the globe.

(b) The films are grouped under two categories in
order to assist war plants in assembling suitable pre-
grams for showings to their employees. In the first classi-
fication are films of general interest. These films can be
shown in any war plant regardless of the type of product
they manufacture. The second group includes ‘‘films
made for specialized industries.”” These films are par-
ticularly appropriate for the war workers in industries
for which their film content was designed. Several films,
while directed particularly to one industry, ecan be
adapted to every type of industry due to the general
nature of the material contained within the film,

(2) DISTRIBUTION.

(a) Distribution poliey for war plants and labor unions
ig as follows: The Industrial Services Division of the War
Department Bureau of Public Relations has established
a national distribution system of film exchanges in key
cities throughout the country. War plants and labor
groups desirous of showing these films should address
their requests to the Industrial Services Division, War
Department Bureau of Public Relations, Room 2E867
Pentagon Building, Washington 25, D. C.

(b) Army posts and military installations can secure
Army industrial films through their central film libraries
of the service commands.
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